
STAR Select Curriculum Vocabulary Planning

Subject: Year group:

Topic:

Anchor words Goldilocks words 

Not too easy and not 
too hard, but just right

Step on words

Children have a thorough 

understanding of these words.

Everyday spoken and written 

language for a child of this 

age. 

Used at home and in daily 

interactions. 

Children may have become 

familiar with this language 

through school. 

Really useful words

Likely to be encountered again 

in reading or oral language.

Average adult has a good 

level of knowledge of the 

word.

Words that are very topic 

topic. 

Age 7+: Desirable for children 

to use in their writing.

Less likely to be encountered 

again in reading or oral 

language.

Average adult does not have 

much knowledge of the word. 

Words that are particularly 

to the topic. 

Age 7+: Not a word that 

children usually need to use in 

their own writing. 

   Circle any Goldilocks words that are concepts that need additional teaching using the  

‘STAR concepts’ approach. 
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