Happy endings

Back/bag, mouth/mouse, bus/bun,bed/bell, lock/log, cloth/clock. mat/man, bike/bite, knight/knife, wash/watch, pin/pill, can/cat, map/man, gum/gun, cap/cat
Another great Teaching Tool from www.speakclearly.co.uk




What is this game for?

Phonological Awareness means tuning into the
building blocks of words. There is much research
to indicate that phonological awareness is an
important component of early reading success
and is the best predictor of hi later reading
development.

Children with Speech pronunciation difficulties
often have difficulties with phonological
awareness too.

This particular activity is to help children to listen
for sounds at the ends of words, and to recognize
that if the end of the word is not pronounced
correctly, the meaning can totally change!
Words that differ only by one sound are called
“minimal pairs”.

Happy endings

What to do

Cut out the pictures along the heavy lines, so you
have pairs of pictures.

1. Place two pictures in front of the child. Say
one of the words — can he listen carefully to
the end of the word, and point to the one
you say?

You may need to exaggerate the sounds at
first so that he can “tune in”

2. Now it is your turn. Put a pair of pictures in
front of you. Ask the child to say the word
for YOU to point to the right picture. Can
he doit?

Extension activities

You may find it helpful to use some minimal pairs
where the FIRST sound is different. These are in
“Starting Off” also available from
speakclearly.co.uk
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