SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY ADVICE

OBJECT, PLACE, POSSESSION AND PREPOSITION

This play activity will help the child to understand sentences that include:


an object
a preposition

a possessive
 
and a place



comb

in

Teddy’s

bag

Play the game several times but keep it short (just 5 to 10 minutes).

You will need:

A Teddy
2 Boxes
A Doll
(or  a similar toy)
2  Bags

A selection of small objects which can be hidden in and under the boxes and bags. 

You could use:  a watch, a pen, a comb, a purse, a 10p piece and a glove (or other small objects).

Method

In this part of the activity the requests contain three information carrying words.

Say “Here’s Teddy, here’s Teddy’s bag and here’s Teddy’s box.”

Put the bag and the box in front of Teddy.

Set out three objects in front of the child.

Say to the child “I’m going to hide one of these – shut your eyes first”

Put an object in Teddy’s bag – the comb for example.

Say “What did I hide?”

        “Where is it?”

Let the child find it.

Say “That’s right, the comb’s  in Teddy’s bag.”

Make a game of it.

Say “Now it’s your turn.  You hide something.  I won’t let Teddy look.”

When the child has hidden an object, make a game of guessing which one it is.

When you have found the object, tell the child where it is.

For example:  “Oh look, the glove is in Teddy’s box.”

Method

In this part of the activity the request contains 4 information carrying words.

Now introduce another toy e.g. dolly.  Talk about “Dolly’s bag” and “Dolly’s box.”

Set Dolly, the bag and the box a short distance away from Teddy.

The child will need to listen very carefully to these requests so make sure you have his/her attention.  Give the child a visual clue by pointing towards either Teddy or Dolly as you give the requests.

Take it in turns with the child to hide an object.  Use a variety of places.

For example:



watch in Teddy’s bag

comb in Dolly’s box


glove under Teddy’s box
watch under Dolly’s bag


comb in Teddy’s box

glove under Dolly’s box
Part 3:

Introduce another three objects if you think the child will be able to cope.  Follow the same method as before for giving the requests but this time do not point to Teddy or Dolly and try not to give any other clues such as eye pointing.

Examples of requests:

comb in Teddy’s bag

pen in Dolly’s box

purse under Teddy’s box
money under Dolly’s bag
watch in Teddy’s box

glove under Dolly’s box
Give a variety of requests.  See if the child can tell you where the object is.

For example: 

You hide the pen in Dolly’s box.  Ask him/her what’s gone.

If the child points to Dolly’s box, say, “What’s in there?” to see if he/she will say  “Pen in box”

or say “Where’s the pen?  in Teddy’s box?  to see if he/she will say “No, in Dolly’s box.”
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