SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY ADVICE

PERSON + ACTION + PLACE

This activity will help the child understand sentences with three information carrying words.  This is sentences that have three key pieces of information and the child must understand all three pieces to be able to follow the instruction correctly.  
Example: to follow the instruction “Teddy sitting on the bed.” 
In this activity the child must understand dolly (not teddy), sitting (not standing) and the bed (not chair).  This is also described as a ‘person + action + place’ sentence structure, i.e. teddy (person) sitting (action) on the bed (place).

Helping the child understand sentences with three items of information is necessary before we can expect them to use them.

You will need:

2 figures (Bob the builder, action man, spider man, a doll, a teddy etc.) toy bed and a toy chair.

Step 1:
Begin by introducing and demonstrating the different actions to the child using the figures and the bed.

Hold Teddy in front of the child and say “Here’s Teddy, look I can make him jump on the bed.”  Do the action and make a game of it by saying, for example, “Naughty Teddy!” etc.

Then make Teddy sit on the bed.  Say “Teddy’s sitting on the bed.”

Replace Teddy in front of the child and pick up Dolly.

Say “Here’s Dolly.  What’s Dolly doing?  Dolly’s sitting on the bed.” (do the action)

Place Dolly beside Teddy so that the child is able to reach both of them.

Ask the child to:

1.
“Make Teddy sit on the bed.”

Give encouragement and praise to help the child to tell you what is happening.  Say, for example, “What’s Teddy doing?” … “Sit”  “That’s right!  Teddy’s sitting.  Where is he sitting?” … “Bed.”  “Yes, Teddy’s sitting on the bed!”

Replace Teddy beside Dolly.  Continue with the same procedure for the rest of the requests.  Always replace the toys in their original position (side by side) after each request has been carried out.

2.
“Make Dolly jump on the bed.”

3.
“Make Teddy stand on the bed.”

4.
“Make Dolly sit on the bed.”

5.
“Make Dolly stand on the bed.”

6.
“Make Teddy jump on the bed.”

Step 2:

Now introduce the chair.  Say: “Look, I can make Dolly stand on the chair.”

Follow the same procedure as before and ask the child to make the Dolly and Teddy do various actions.  The child will need to listen carefully so make sure you have his/her attention.  Use both the chair and the bed this time but give the child a visual clue by pointing to the place (either the bed or chair.)  Give the child lots of encouragement and praise.

If the child is able to cope with six requests, go on to part 3.

Step 3:

Follow the same procedure as step 2.  Give a variety of requests but this time do not point to the place and try not to give any other clues such as looking at the place or the toys.

Step 4:

You can then extend this task to include other ‘people’ toys (instead of dolly and teddy), other actions and other places.  Always make sure you offer a choice with each key piece of information, i.e. they always need a choice of two ‘people’, two actions and two places.  Try and keep the activity fun as this is the best way for the child to learn language.
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