SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY ADVICE

ATTENTION AND LISTENING PROGRAMME

ACTIVITIES FOR GROUP WORK

These activities are to be carried out in a group of 3-6 children to practise using language skills such as good looking, good listening, turn-taking, awareness of self and others, confidence, as well as understanding, expressive and use of language.

Often it is useful to place a more able child next to the adult whose turn is first to begin with to act as a model for other children.

ACTIVITIES

*
BEANBAG GAME (LIKES AND DISLIKES)

Choose a category, eg food, animals, lessons, TV programmes etc. 

Go round the circle and everyone says an item from that category that they like.  Then you have to remember what someone else said they liked and throw the beanbag to that person.  They then name someone else’s choice and throw the beanbag to them and so on.

*
WHAT’S DIFFERENT?

One person leaves the room and changes something about their appearance.  They come back into the room and the others have to spot what’s different.

*
POSTING GAME  

Use the post box picture enclosed to make a post box from an empty cereal box (or similar).

Cut out the pictures and place six of them, face up, on the table.

Ask the child to post two pictures in the correct order.

At first you may need to say “Post … car, then dog.”  When he/she understands what you mean by ‘the correct order’ – try saying it like this, “Post … car, dog.”

Replace the pictures with another six.

When he/she is able to post two pictures in the correct sequence, try increasing the number to three.

E.g. “Post … monkey, chair, spider.”

Then try three, four or even five!

Remember they must be posted in the correct sequence.

If the correct pictures are posted but in the wrong order, show him/her the correct sequence.

Make the activity more difficult by saying which pictures you want to be posted but then make him/her wait one second before posting them.

Increase the waiting time.  Encourage rehearsal of the items either aloud or in his/her head.
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