HELPING YOUR CHILD LEARN TO TALK

MORE STRATEGIES

1.
GIVE A COMMENTARY about what’s happening rather than asking questions.  This will encourage your child to make comments.

2.
TAKE TURNS to talk – don’t worry if you have to wait for your child to take a turn.

3.
SHARE THE AMOUNT OF TALKING – keep the length of your sentences similar to your child’s.

4.
Let your child be ‘in charge’ and tell you what to do in some games.

5.
To avoid asking lots of questions, which can put your child off talking, START SENTENCES FOR YOUR CHILD TO FINISH,


eg,
“the cow’s eating the ………..?”



“you want your orange in your ……..?”

6.
ALLOW TIME FOR CHILD TO REPLY – they may not think as quickly as you.

7.
CREATE IMPOSSIBILITIES!  Create situations in which the child needs to ask for help, ie, lids put on too tightly, a yoghurt without a spoon.  You can pretend not to realise what the problem is so they have to tell you.

