SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY ADVICE

PUTTING TWO WORDS TOGETHER

Before your child can speak in sentences, they need to learn how to join two words together.  It is important that you talk in short phrases so that your child can copy you.

Children need to be using a variety of single words before they will start to put 2 words together.

1.
Use the same phrases over and over again in everyday situations, eg, “hello teddy” “more drink” “car gone” “bye daddy.”

2.
When playing, encourage your child to tell you what to do, eg, “dolly drink,” “car crash,” and where to put toys, eg, “teddy bed” “book table.”

3.
When sorting out the washing or laying the table talk about who the objects/clothes belong to, eg, daddy’s sock, mummy’s spoon, etc.

4.
Look at books together and talk about what things are doing, eg “pig eating.”

5.
Draw a picture of a man and a lady.  Encourage your child to tell you which bits to colour, eg, “man’s leg” “lady’s head.”

6.
Play a shopping game.  Encourage your child to tell you which two things to buy, eg, “apples and biscuits.”

7.
If your child says a word, repeat it back and expand it,


eg.
Child:
“cat”



Adult:
“cat sleeping”


This will encourage more phrases to develop.  You could also offer a choice,


eg,
Child:
“cat”



Adult:
“cat sleeping or cat eating”



Child:
“cat sleeping.”
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