
Appendix C.1
Auditory Discrimination
Task 1: Same/Different,
S-Cluster Sequences, Words
and Non-words – Reduced
Version (from Bridgeman
& Snowling, 1988)

Name:___________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_________

Instructions: The task is demonstrated using the child’s name, e.g. if
the child’s name is BEN, the child is asked if ‘BEN/BEN’ are the same or dif-
ferent; then if ‘BEN/OLIVER’ are the same or different, i.e. deliberately
choosing a name that sounds quite different, then if ‘BEN/PEN’ are the
same or different, i.e. choosing a name or an object that sounds similar.
Intersperse ‘BEN/BEN’ with these practice items, feedback is given to
ensure the child understands the task. The 4 practice items can then be
presented, followed by the test items. No feedback is given for the test
items. For the non-words tell the child that they will hear some ‘silly,
made-up words’. Before presenting the real words, tell the child that
‘now the words will be words that you know’. All items can be presented
in one session. One repetition is permitted for the test items if the child
requests it or is not attending. The investigator should cover his/her
mouth to avoid use of visual cues.
Scoring: Record the child’s response, by circling S or D. BOLD CAPI-
TALS indicate correct responses. Add up correct responses to obtain
child’s scores, calculating totals for each stimulus type and total for all
items.
Normative data for this task can be found in Table 3.4.
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Appendix C.1 Score Sheet

Name:_________________________________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_____________________________

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

REDUCED VERSION: NON-WORDS

STIMULI RESPONSES

Feature change Sequence change

P1 /vɒs/ - /vɒt/ s d

P2 /fεst/ - /fεts/ s d

P3 /vɒst/ - /vɒts/ s d

P4 /tεt/ - /tεt/ s d

1 /kεst/ - /kεts/ s D
2 /bles/ - /blet/ s D
3 /zεt/ - /zεt/ S d

4 /fɒt/ - /fɒs/ s D
5 /kεs/ - /kεt/ s D
6 /dts/ - /dst/ s D
7 /vt/ - /vs/ s D
8 /pəυts/ - /pəυts/ S d

9 /zεts/ - /zεts/ S d

10 /fɒts/ - /fɒst/ s D
11 /vts/ - /vst/ s D
12 /bs/ - /bs/ S d

13 /jets/ - /jest/ s D
14 /dt/ - /ds/ s D
15 /pəυt/ - /pəυt/ S d

16 /jes/ - / jet/ s D
17 /bst/ - /bst/ S d

18 /blest/ - /blets/ s D

/ 3 / 6 / 3 / 6

TOTAL SCORE / 18



REDUCED VERSION: REAL-WORDS

STIMULI RESPONSES

Feature change Sequence change

Same Different Same Different

19 kit / kit S d

20 hits / hissed s D
21 messed / messed S d

22 guess / get s D
23 race / rate s D
24 mitts / missed s D
25 plate / place s D
26 guessed / gets s D
27 kissed / kissed S d

28 rates / raced s D
29 tots / tossed s D
30 tot / toss s D
31 miss / mitt s D
32 hit / hiss s D
33 goats / goats S d

34 met / met S d

35 placed / plates s D
36 goat / goat S d

/ 3 / 6 / 3 / 6

TOTAL SCORE / 18

SUMMARY TABLE

TOTAL FEATURE OR CLUSTER

WORDS NON-WORDS

FEATURE CHANGE /9 /9 /18

CLUSTER SEQUENCE /9 /9 /18

TOTAL WORD TYPE /18 /18

TOTAL ALL /36

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

Appendix C.1 Score Sheet

Name:_________________________________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_____________________________



Appendix C.2 
Auditory Discrimination
Task 1: Same/Different,
S-Cluster Sequences, Words
and Non-words – Shortest
Form (from Bridgeman 
& Snowling, 1988)

Name:___________ Date:________ Age:______ Investigator:__________

Instructions: The task is demonstrated using the child’s name, e.g. if
the child’s name is BEN, the child is asked if ‘BEN/BEN’ are the same or dif-
ferent; then if ‘BEN/OLIVER’ are the same or different, i.e. deliberately
choosing a name that sounds quite different, then if ‘BEN/PEN’ are the
same or different, i.e. choosing a name or an object that sounds similar.
Intersperse ‘BEN/BEN’ with these practice items, feedback is given to
ensure the child understands the task. The 4 practice items can then be
presented, followed by the test items. No feedback is given for the test
items. For the non-words tell the child that they will hear some ‘silly,
made-up words’. Before presenting the real words, tell the child that
‘now the words will be words that you know’. All items can be presented
in one session. One repetition is permitted for the test items if the child
requests it or is not attending. The investigator should cover his/her
mouth to avoid use of visual cues.
Scoring: Record the child’s response, by circling S or D. BOLD CAPI-
TALS indicate correct responses. Add up correct responses to obtain
child’s total score for all items.
Normative data for this task can be found in Table 3.5.

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.



Appendix C.2 Score Sheet

Name:_________________________________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_____________________________

SHORTEST FORM: NON-WORDS

STIMULI RESPONSES

Feature change Sequence change

P1 /vɒs/ - /vɒt/ s d

P2 /fεst/ - /fεts/ s d

P3 /vɒst/ - /vɒts/ s d

P4 /tεt/ - /tεt/ s d

1 /bles/ - /blet/ s D
2 /zεts/ - /zεts/ S d

3 /jets/ - /jest/ s D
4 /pəυt/ - /pəυt/ S d

5 /jes/ - / jet/ s D
6 /blest/ - /blets/ s D
7 /dts/ - /dst/ s D
8 /zεt/ - /zεt/ S d

9 /pəυts/ - /pəυts/ S d

10 /dt/ - /ds/ s D

/2 /3 /2 /3

NON-WORD SCORE /10

SHORTEST FORM: REAL WORDS

STIMULI RESPONSES

Feature Sequence

Same Different Same Different

1 race / rate s D
2 met / met S d

3 placed / plates s D
4 goat / goat S d

5 miss / mitt s D
6 rates / raced s D
7 messed / messed S d

8 goats / goats S d

9 plate / place s D
10 mitts / missed s D

/2 /3 /2 /3

TOTAL WORD SCORE /10

TOTAL SCORE /20

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.



Appendix C.3 
Auditory Discrimination
Task 2: Complex Non-words
(from Stackhouse, 1989)

Name:__________ Date:________ Age:_____ Investigator:____________

Instructions: ‘I’m going to say some words and I want you to tell me if
the two words sound the same or different. The words are silly, made-up
words. If they are the same, then you must say “same” (or yes). If they
sound different, then you must say ‘different’ (or no, or not the same).
First we’ll practise some (practise using child’s own name, e.g.
PETE/BEAT). Let’s do some more practice words.’ Administer P1–P4 below
and then the test items. Feedback can be given on the practice items, but
not for the test items. One repetition of each test item is permitted if the
child requests it or is not attending. The investigator should casually
cover his or her mouth to avoid use of visual cues.
Scoring: Record the child’s response, by circling S or D; BOLD CAPI-
TALS indicate correct responses. Add up correct responses to obtain
child’s score. Circle incorrect responses in final column to indicate con-
trasts of difficulty. Add number of same and number of different
responses correct and total responses correct. Calculate the percentage
correct for all items, and for same responses and for different responses.
Normative data for this task can be found in Table 3.8.

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.



Appendix C.3 Score Sheet

Name:_________________________________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_____________________________

PRACTICE SET RESPONSES CIRCLE IF INCORRECT

P1 /n�st/ /n�st/ s d

P2 /gil/ /dil/ s d

P3 /skɑ�/ /stɑ�/ s d

P4 /kɔt/ /kɔt/ s d

TEST ITEMS SET A RESPONSES CIRCLE IF INCORRECT

1 /wεsp/ /wεps/ s D Cluster sequence

2 /�snmɒn/ / �snmɒn/ S d (Same)

3 /wb/ /jb/ s D Place of articulation

4 / �ləυthas/ / �ləυthaf/ s D Place of articulation

5 /d
ks/ /d
ks/ S d (Same)

6 / �sk�kre/ / �st�tre/ s D Place of articulation 

7 /�ə�tɔ/ /tə��ɔ/ s D Metathesis

8 / �pnsəl/ / �pnsəl/ S d (Same)

9 / �bkəs/ / �kbəs/ s D Metathesis

10 / �bεskət/ / �bεksət/ s D Cluster Sequence

TEST ITEMS SET B

11 /stεmp/ /stεmp/ S d (Same)

12 /bet/ /pet/ s D Voicing

13 / �rεkət/ / �rεtək/ s D Metathesis

14 /smak/ /smak/ S d (Same)

15 / �r
liskəυts/ / �l
riskəυts/ s D Metathesis

16 / �drgən/ / �drgən/ S d (Same)

17 / �bk�t/ / �bt�k/ s D Metathesis

18 / �krvn/ / �krvm/ s D Place of articulation

19 / �
rnd/ / �
r/ s D Place of articulation

20 / �spəυdə/ / �spəυdə/ S d (Same)

TEST ITEMS SET C

21 /b�g/ /b�g/ S d (Same)

22 / �slεpə� �slεtə� s D Place of articulation

23 / �pεpi/ / �tεpi/ s D Place of articulation

24 / �k�s�l/ / �k�sn� / s D Manner of articulation

25 /t
nt/ /tnt/ s D Vowel

26 /tʃ�ps/ /tʃ�ps/ S d (Same)

27 / �b
skɔts/ / �p
skɔts/ s D Voicing

28 /d
l/ /d
l/ S d (Same)

29 /d
sk/ /d
ks/ s D Cluster sequence

30 / �tʃkləυt/ / �tʃkləυt/ S d (Same)

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.



Appendix C.3 Score Sheet

Name:_________________________________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_____________________________

TEST ITEMS SET D RESPONSES CIRCLE IF INCORRECT

31 /sti/ /ski/ s D Place of articulation

32 /be/ /be/ S d (Same)

33 /spəυb/ /spəυd/ s D Place of articulation

34 / �trɑ/ / �trðɑ/ s D Place of articulation

35 /krεb/ /krb/ s D Vowel

36 / �bɑgli/ / �bɑdli/ s D Place of articulation

37 /tʃ�sp/ / tʃ�ps/ s D Cluster sequence

38 /tɒlɒl�v�n� / /tɒlɒ�v�n� / S d (Same)

39 /spəυd/ /spəυd/ S d (Same)

40 / �mtbəυk/ / �mkbəυt/ s D Metathesis

TOTAL SAME / DIFFERENT /14 /26

% SAME / DIFFERENT % %

TOTAL SCORE /40      % Total correct:

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.



Appendix C.3 Score Sheet

Name:_________________________________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_____________________________



Appendix C.4 
Auditory Discrimination
Task 3: ABX Task – Full
Version (Vance, 1996)

Name:__________ Date:________ Age:_____ Investigator:____________

Instructions: Two soft toys are placed in front of the child (e.g. two dif-
ferent monkeys) and practice items are presented by pointing to one toy
and saying ‘He says /səυf/’ and pointing to the second toy and saying ‘He
says / təυf /’ and then asking ‘Who said /səυf /?’. The child is encouraged
to point to one of the toys. Corrective feedback is given as required for
the practice items. During the practice items the cue phrases are phased
out, so that just the non-word stimuli are spoken as each toy is pointed
to, e.g. /grb/ � /sb/, and then the child is asked ‘Who said X?’. Finally all
the cue phrases can be omitted, so that the X stimulus is also presented
as a single non-word /spəυd/ � /pəυd/; /spəυd/. The task items are pre-
sented with general encouragement as required but no feedback. One
repetition is allowed on each item if requested by the child or if he or she
is not attending. The investigator should cover his or her mouth to avoid
use of visual cues.
Scoring: Record the child’s response, by circling A or B. BOLD CAPI-
TALS indicate correct responses. Add up correct responses to obtain
child’s score. Circle incorrect responses in final column to indicate type
of difficulty and look for any patterns.
Normative data for this task can be found in Table 3.11.

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.



Appendix C.4 Score Sheet

Name:_________________________________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_____________________________

CIRCLE IF
A B X RESPONSE INCORRECT 

P1 /səυf/ /təυf/ /səυf/ a b

P2 /spin/ /stin/ /stin/ a b

P3 /glzəs/ /klzəs/ /klzəs/ a b

P4 /grb/ /sb/ /grb/ a b

P5 /baυg/ /baυf/ /baυf/ a b

P6 /spəυd/ /pəυd/ /spəυd/ a b

1 /pəυt/ /pləυt/ /pləυt/ a B Cluster reduction 

2 /sɔk/ /zɔk/ /zɔk/ a B Voicing

3 /vn/ /zn/ /vn/ A b Place of articulation

4 /ɹɔf/ /ɹɔs/ /ɹɔs/ a B Place of articulation 

5 /nak/ /snak/ /nak/ A b Cluster reduction

6 /tɔn/ /tɹɔn/ /tɔn/ A b Cluster reduction

7 /ðɒm/ /θɒm/ /θɒm/ a B Voicing

8 /vεʃ/ /fεʃ/ /fεʃ/ a B Voicing 

9 /wυtʃ/ /ɹυtʃ/ /wυtʃ/ A b Place of articulation 

10 /dutʃ/ /tutʃ/ /tutʃ/ a B Voicing

11 /bɹs/ /bɹʃ/ /bɹʃ/ a B Place of articulation

12 /mɔt/ /mɔs/ /mɔt/ A b Manner of articulation 

13 /tεt/ /kεt/ /kεt/ a B Place of articulation 

14 /sp
nd�/ /sp
ndz/ /sp
ndz/ a B Place of articulation

15 /məυf/ /nəυf/ /məυf/ A b Place of articulation 

16 /lɔf/ /jɔf/ /lɔf/ A b Manner of articulation

17 /mɔk/ /bɔk/ /bɔk/ a B Manner of articulation

18 /d
k/ /g
k/ /d
k/ A b Place of articulation

19 /tʃi/ /tsi/ /tʃi/ A b Place of articulation

20 /glεb/ /glεv/ /glεb/ A b Place and manner 

21 / �pɹt/ / �bɹt/ / �bɹt/ a B Voicing

22 / �sped/ / �steb/ / �steb/ a B Cluster

23 / �bɒkset/ / �bɒsket/ / �bɒsket/ a B Cluster

24 / �delət/ / �telət/ / �delət/ A b Voicing

25 / �d
sbn� / / �b
sdn� / / �b
sdn� / a B Place of articulation

26 / �dzlə/ / �d�lə/ / �dzlə/ A b Place of articulation

27 / �sɑsi/ / �sɑti/ / �sɑti/ a B Manner of articulation

28 / �dɹεkt/ / �tɹεkt/ / �tɹεkt/ a B Voicing 

29 / �fluw/ / �sluw/ / �sluw/ a B Place of articulation

30 / �ʃɒfŋ/ / �fɒʃŋ/ / �ʃɒfŋ/ A b Metathesis

LIST A SCORE /30

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

FULL VERSION: LIST A



Appendix C.4 Score Sheet

Name:_________________________________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_____________________________

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

CIRCLE IF
A B X RESPONSES INCORRECT 

1 / �smwəd�/ / �fmwəd�/ / �smwəd�/ A b Place of articulation

2 / �kɒtʃn� / / �gɒtʃn� / / �kɒtʃn� / A b Voicing

3 / �f
ð/ / �ð
f/ / �f
ð/ A b Metathesis

4 / �nεmə/ / �mεnə/ / �mεnə/ a B Metathesis

5 / �jεd/ / �lεd/ / �jεd/ A b Place of articulation

6 /tε��ɔ/ /�ε�tɔ/ /�ε�tɔ/ a B Metathesis

7 / �stikə/ / �skitə/ / �skitə/ a B Metathesis

8 / �l
jɔ/ / �j
lɔ/ / �l
jɔ/ A b Metathesis

9 / �sεd�əs/ / �sεsəd�/ / �sεd�əs/ A b Metathesis

10 / �slɔpə/ / �lɔpə/ / �slɔpə/ A b Cluster reduction

11 / �b
təfləυ/ / �b
təfəυ/ / �b
təfləυ/ A b Cluster reduction

12 / �denzɑ/ / �densɑ/ / �densɑ/ a B Voicing

13 / �hɔdɹ
s/ / �hɔdɹ
t/ / �hɔdɹ
t/ a B Manner of articulation

14 /sp�gtə/ /g�sptə/ /sp�gtə/ A b Metathesis

15 / �pεɹəsit/ / �pεɹəʃit/ / �pεɹəʃit/ a B Place of articulation 

16 / �kɹdəkaυl/ / �kɹkədaυl/ / �kɹdəkaυl/ A b Metathesis

17 / �
flɒnt/ / �
lfɒnt/ / �
lfɒnt/ a B Metathesis

18 / �ɒɹəpɹəυn/ / �ɒɹəpləυn/ / �ɒɹəpɹəυn/ A b Place of articulation

19 / p�d�ɔmz/ / p�d�ɔbz/ / p�d�ɔmz/ A b Manner of articula-
tion

20 / �dɒləfan/ / �tɒləfan/ / �dɒləfan/ A b Voicing

21 / �hmbɑ�/ / �hmbɑd/ / �hmbɑd/ a B Place of articulation

22 /�ɹəυndəbat/ / �wəυndəbat/ / �ɹəυndəbat/ A b Place of articulation

23 / �kvɒɹn / / �kɹɒvn / / �kɹɒvn / a B Metathesis

24 / �ktəp
lə / / �kpət
lə / / �kpət
lə / a B Metathesis

25 / gεm�pjaυt/ / kεm�pjaυt/ / kεm�pjaυt/ a B Voicing

26 / �hlət
pkə/ / �hlək
ptə/ / �hlət
pkə/ A b Metathesis

27 / �h
stpl/ / �h
sptl/ / �h
sptl/ a B Metathesis

28 / 
m�bɹ
l/ / 
m�bl
ɹ/ / 
m�bl
ɹ/ a B Metathesis

29 / �kɒŋgɹɑ/ / �gɒŋkɹɑ/ / �kɒŋgɹɑ/ A b Metathesis

30 / �tυvɒl
�n� / / �tυlɒv
�n� / / �tυlɒv
�n� / a B Metathesis

LIST B SCORE /30
TOTAL SCORE /60

FULL VERSION: LIST B



Appendix C.5 
Auditory Discrimination
Task 3: ABX Task – Short
Form (Nathan et al., 2004a)

Name:__________ Date:________ Age:_____ Investigator:____________

Instructions: Two soft toys are placed in front of the child (e.g. two dif-
ferent monkeys) and practice items are presented by pointing to one toy
and saying ‘He says /səυf/’ and pointing to the second toy and saying ‘He
says / təυf /’ and then asking ‘Who said /səυf /?’. The child is encouraged
to point to one of the toys. Corrective feedback is given as required for
the practice items. During the practice items the cue phrases are phased
out, so that just the non-word stimuli are spoken as each toy is pointed
to, e.g. /grb/ � /səυb/, and then the child is asked ‘Who said X?’. Finally
all the cue phrases can be omitted, so that the X stimulus is also pre-
sented as a single non-word, /spəυd/ � /pəυd/; /spəυd/. The task items are
presented with general encouragement as required but no feedback. One
repetition is allowed on each item if requested by the child or if he or she
is not attending. The investigator should cover his or her mouth to avoid
use of visual cues.
Items marked * are used for the reduced version.
Scoring: Note the child’s response, by circling A or B. BOLD CAPI-
TALS indicate correct responses. Add up correct responses to obtain
child’s score. Circle incorrect responses in final column to indicate type
of difficulty and look for any patterns.
Normative data for this task can be found in Table 3.12.

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.



Appendix C.5 Score Sheet

Name:_________________________________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_____________________________

LIST A

A B X RESPONSE CIRCLE IF INCORRECT 

P1 /səυf/ /təυf/ /səυf/ a b

P2 /spin/ /stin/ /stin/ a b

P3 /glzəs/ /klzəs/ /klzəs/ a b

P4 /grb/ /sb/ /grb/ a b

1* / �dɹεkt/ / �tɹεkt/ / �tɹεkt/ a B Voicing

2 /bɹs/ /bɹʃ/ /bɹʃ/ a B Place of articulation

3* / �sped/ / �steb/ / �steb/ a B Metathesis

4* /glεb/ /glεv/ /glεb/ A b Manner of articulation

5 /sp�nd	/ /sp�ndz/ /sp�ndz/ a B Place of articulation

6 / �dz
lə/ / �d	
lə/ / �dz
lə/ A b Place of articulation

7* / �fluw/ / �sluw/ / �sluw/ a B Place of articulation

8* /tɔn/ /tɹɔn/ /tɔn/ A b Cluster reduction

9* / �ktəp�lə / / �kpət�lə / / �kpət�lə / a B Metathesis

10 /nak/ /snak/ /nak/ A b Cluster reduction 

11 / �b�təfləυ/ / �b�təfəυ/ / �b�təfləυ/ A b Cluster reduction

12 / �slɔpə/ / �lɔpə/ / �slɔpə/ A b Cluster reduction

LIST B

1* /sp
�gtə/ /g
�sptə/ /sp
�gtə/ A b Metathesis

2 / p�d	ɔmz/ / p�d	ɔbz/ / p�d	ɔmz/ A b Manner of articulation

3* / �ɒɹəpɹəυn/ / �ɒɹəpləυn/ / �ɒɹəpɹəυn/ A b Place of articulation

4* / �l�jɔ/ / �j�lɔ/ / �l�jɔ/ A b Metathesis

5* / �pεɹəsit/ / �pεɹəʃit/ / �pεɹəʃit/ a B Place of articulation

6 / ��flɒnt/ / ��lfɒnt/ / ��flɒnt/ A b Metathesis

7 /tε�ɔ/ /ε�tɔ/ /ε�tɔ/ a B Metathesis

8 / �m�bɹ�l/ / �m�bl�ɹ/ / �m�bl�ɹ/ a B Metathesis

9* /vεʃ/ /fεʃ/ /fεʃ/ a B Voicing

10 /pəυt/ /pləυt/ /pləυt/ a B Cluster reduction

11* /vn/ /zn/ /vn/ A b Place of articulation

12 / �sεd	əs/ / �sεsəd	/ / �sεd	əs/ A b Metathesis

TOTAL SCORE /24

Compendium of Auditory and Speech Tasks: Children’s Speech
and Literacy Difficulties 4 by J. Stackhouse, M. Vance, M. Pascoe,
B. Wells.  2007, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.



Appendix C.6
Auditory Discrimination
Task 4: Legal versus Illegal
Non-words

Name:__________ Date:________ Age:_____ Investigator:____________

Instructions: An example of a procedure is as follows.
Two puppets are introduced to the child, one called ‘Tommy’ (a boy) and
one called ‘Kivos’ /xvɒs/ (a robot). ‘These are my two puppets that can
talk but they talk differently. Listen to them talk. Tommy is talking like
all the boys and girls, he’s saying: Hello little boy/girl. My name is
Tommy and I am very happy that you are going to play this game with
us. Listen to Kivos now (produce a non-word string that uses non-
English sounds and clusters). They talk differently, don’t they? I’m going
to say some words, some of which you will know and some of which you
don’t know, and you point to who you think said the word. Was it Tommy
or was it Kivos?’ On score sheet write in stimuli selected and indicate if
non-words are legal or illegal, and if they are illegal due to non-English
segments or non-English clusters.
Scoring: Record whether the child correctly identified each non-word as
being legal or illegal. Scores can be recorded for legal non-words and for
illegal non-words with non-English segments and with non-English
clusters.
No normative data is available but children recognise illegal produc-
tions by around 4 gears of age.
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Appendix C.6 Score Sheet

Name:_________________________________ Date:_________ Age:______ Investigator:_____________________________

STIMULI LEGAL NON-WORD ILLEGAL NON-WORDS

Non-English segment Non-English cluster

NO CORRECT / / /
RESPONSES

TOTAL 
CORRECT 
ILLEGAL 
NON-WORDS /
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