
Assessing EYFS speaking intervention outcomes against the 
EYFS Curriculum statements.

This is an example of a six-week speaking intervention carried out in an EYFS 
reception class. The activities used are planned using the Colourful Semantics 
structure.



Assessing EYFS speaking intervention outcomes against the EYFS Curriculum statements

Statements taken from the EYFS Development 
Matters Curriculum.
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Assessing EYFS speaking intervention outcomes against the EYFS Curriculum statements

• At the end of the six week intervention, all five pupils had made between two and four 
steps progress.

• They were all able to generalise their speaking skills into the classroom.
• They had the confidence to participate more fully in whole class discussion.
• They were speaking in longer sentences.
• They were able to learn new vocabulary and retain it using the Colourful Semantics 

structure. 
• They could ‘hold’ a sentence to sequence it, say it, write it and read it.
• They could answer questions about the events in a story.



Comparison of the EYFS & KS1 Curriculum Statements 
with the Colourful Semantics Baseline Assessment.



Comparison of the EYFS & KS1 Curriculum Statements with the Colourful Semantics Baseline 
Assessment.
EYFS Development
Matters (speaking)

KS1 Curriculum Colourful Semantics
Baseline Assessment

Nursery Statements:
• Uses a wide range of vocabulary
• Is developing his/her 

communication but may still make 
mistakes

• Uses longer sentences of 4-6 words
Reception Statements:
• Is able to articulate his/her ideas 

and thoughts in well-formed 
sentences

• Can connect one idea or action to 
another 

• Is able to describe events in some 
detail

Reading (comprehension)
• Discuss word meanings, linking new 

meanings to those already known
• Check that the text makes sense to 

them as they read and correct 
inaccurate reading

• Discuss the significance of the title 
and events

Grammar and Punctuation:
• How words can combine to make 

sentences
• Sequence sentences to form short 

narratives

The graduated assessment of:
WHO/DOING/WHAT/WHERE/WHO TO
assesses:
• understanding and use of the 

thematic roles of the words
• accurate use of syntax (word order)
• acquisition of new vocabulary
• understanding of word meanings
• ability to include relevant 

information in a sentence
• ability to demonstrate word 

manipulation (substituting one 
word for a relevant other) 

All of these Colourful Semantics 
assessment statements overarch the 
statements in the EYFS and KS1 
curricula and support the attainment 
of their objectives. 


